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HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGY AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 21 November. 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [3.40 pm]:  I rise to address this bill.  From the outset I wish to 
make it clear to members that I oppose the bill.  I am without doubt that human life begins at the point of 
conception, when the genetic code inherited from a mother and a father fuse to create a new human life.  I 
explained this at some length when we last debated the fate of human embryos that were seen to be surplus to the 
IVF program.   

I recognised straightaway that what we are dealing with in this bill is quite different.  The human embryos that 
would be experimented on in a destructive way should this bill become law are not generated by the fusion of a 
sperm and an egg.  They are proposed to be generated by what is referred to as therapeutic cloning.  I do not 
dispute the fact that it is cloning.  However, I think that the term “therapeutic” can be misleading.  I will 
hopefully get to that at a later point in my deliberations. 

The process is one in which the nucleus comes from an ordinary, or somatic, cell.  A somatic cell is a cell that is 
not a reproductive cell.  It is not a gamete; that is, it is not a sperm or an egg.  The idea is that the contents of the 
nucleus of an ordinary cell are placed into an egg cell that has had its nucleus contents removed.  The egg cells 
have certain conditions.  That means that the egg cell theoretically - this has been achieved with other animals, 
most notably sheep - takes on the character of a zygote, which is the first cell that occurs when a sperm and an 
egg fuse in the normal manner.  That starts the process of replication.  The transfer process is called somatic cell 
nuclear transfer.  That is the technical term.  We would normally understand that to mean that it is cloning.  We 
could achieve a human embryo that has exactly the same nuclear DNA as another human being did - the human 
being from which the ordinary somatic cell was taken and from which the nucleus of the cell was transferred into 
the egg.  In every reasonable understanding of the word, it is cloning. 

To me there is no doubt that the embryo that generates from the cloned egg is a human being - it is a human 
embryo.  I do not endeavour to define it from its origin but from what would happen to the embryo if it were 
placed in the uterus of a woman.  Any embryo that enters the uterus of a woman is not guaranteed final success 
and birth as a child.  It is a matter of probability as to whether an embryo implants itself in a uterus and survives 
the normal gestation process to live long enough to become a born child.  The reason the human embryos that 
would be generated by so-called therapeutic cloning are human nevertheless is that they would have a 
probability of becoming a born child if they were implanted in a uterus.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 7628.]   

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 pm 
 


